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Have been endeavouring to Temper 
our Minds aboat Thoulon, and the 
duc of the —ů 1th 

tis bard, that let our came 
never ſo faſt, we adele ras Ge —— 
aud if this Important Work Iz not Finiſh'd 
.n a Week or u Fortnight at fartheft, we 
are for deſpairing of its being done at all, 
finding fault with the 2 and the 
like, Now to prepare our Minds to exped 
other things, I have been giving you the 
Summary Actount of the Provi on the 
French have made to defend it; the Works, 
the Guns, the Troops — And if theſe do 
their Duty, and what may be expected from 
Men well rcſolv'd, and well provided, 
then we cannot expeR it will be ſuch a light 
piece of Work as talk of. 

O but ſay ſome aga | 
very quickly, the Marſhal De Thefſe will have 


iv, If it be not taken , 


got an Army together at Aix, as 45 
the Beſiegers, and they will be cloſed i 
tween the Town, with a numecous Gargi- 
ſon and the French Army. 17 

This is true, but if this fall out, wa ate 
told the Duke of Scuey, has alſÞ Relnferer- 
ments caming from all Parts, and the 

— are draining for, theis, 
Supplies; as the Affair of Naples is. ha 
carried on, and the Succeſs tbere 4 
expeQation, they may. ſoon draw off 
thence 7 or doo Men, ſo that if th: Sj 
ſhould coft them 20006 Men, they will be 
as firong at che End of it as they ate at the 
Beginning ese will nat find, that che 
French will care to lagk 40000 Men in the 
Face, if they can avoid. it, : 

And yet 1 cannot blame any body for be- 
ing very, Solicitous abput this Matter, for. 
who can be without concern for ſo great an 

Event 


riſons of all 


Event as this Siege, on which the Sum of 
Affairs depends, and of which this may be 
(aid, the Ruine of either Party depends on 
it? 

tf the Town be taken, and thoſe 41 Bat- 
tallions reduc'd, as it is very probable they 
will be, and perhaps all made Priſoners of 
War, if they arc not reliev'd; I believe no 
Man will queftioff, but ele French Affairs 
on that fid- are brought to the laſt extre 
mite, M2rſeiles mutt follow, the Ships are 
loft or ſunł, the Stores gore, the Cant.on, 
Ammunicion, Cc. of all che Magazines loft, 
and the French entirely cut off trom the 
Mediterranc am Sca; Languedoc will be next, 
the Seat of: the War; the Camiſars will be 
reliev'd, King Charles of Hain ſupply'd,and 
a Door open'd tocarry the Seat of War in- 
to Spain, and the French in ſhort muſt be 
undone ;, I think it is not too much to ſay 
they muft de undone, they can never ſtand 
it. . 
On the cther hand, if the French by their 
numbers within the Town, add thoſe num- 
bers being ſupplied and religved from with- 
out, ſhould ſo maintain themſelves, as not 
to be forc'd; if the German Army ſhou'd be 
ſo weaken'd by the Fatigues of the Siege, 
by the continual Sallies, and the extraordi- 
nary Fire of the Garriſon, who bave indeed 
4 prodigious number of Cannon and Mortars, 
as that they ſhould be oblig'd to raiſe the 
Siege, | think it will be no immodeſt Sug- 
geftion, to ſay they are Ruin'd alſo. 

Not but that they may perhaps make a 
bold retreat, and by the help ot the Fleet 
carry off their Cannon ; but they can never 
fo retreat from ſuch an Undertaking as this, 
but that they will be expos'd to a thouſand 
Dangers and Difficulties, and ftand in need 
of ſo much Recruiting, Refreſhment and Sup- 
plies, as that they will net recover their Su- 
petioricy in the Field again, nor be able to 
keep the Inſulting French from entring Picd- 
mort, and in their turn paying them is the 
ſame kind, at the Gates of Turin. 

Se that on the whele we may ſay, that 
upon the fate of this Siege depends the 
hole Matter, and the whole Confederacy 
ſeems to be ſtak d upon the Adventure, all 
that is predent, wary, bold; and brave, wl 
be exeried ou bo h Sides; the Attacks will 
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without doubt be furious, the Defences ob- 
ftinate, and many a thouſand brave Fellows 
will loſe their Lives on both ſides, upon the 
Walls and Out works of this one City. 

It's none of my Butigeſs to tell you what 
is our ſhare in a Work of this great Conſe- 
quence, nor to Preach the Efficiency of our 
remote Applications to Heaven for the Suc- 
ceſs of itz if ] can convince you that all de- 
pends upon it, that the Criſis of the whole 
War turns upon it that if you gain it Fr ance 
is undone, and if we loſe it we are ail undone ; 
if I can open your Eyes to the Conſequences 
of this great Affair; I cannot think 1 am 
am talking to an Age ſo Uachriſtianis'd, but 
it muſt be natural now and then to look up 
Now and then to confider who gives Victe- 
ry, and who ſuffers the Children of 4/raci 
to tlie before their Euet. ie: And with- 
all why. 

I do not dwell on ſuch things, I know Peo- 
ple do got love to be cold of Praying, nor 
du they care to be behplden to their Maker 
fur any. Victoty, they think they can get 
withbut him They are more 2pt to 
think of that when they are beaten, than 
when they are Fighting. 

However, Gentlemen, whether you will 
look up or Iqnle flown for help, that is not 
to me, but give me leave to remind you 
here of ſome of the Fatal Conſequences of 
a Miſcarriage in this Caſe; if good Succeſs 
tollows the Eaterprize that will mend it 
ſelf, but let us look in, and ſee what will be 
the Caſe if it miſcarry, for nothing is la- 
fallible. 183 * 

And Firſt, how will it face with King 
Cberles in Hain, and how muſt he be rclicv'd? 
"tis evident the diftance of Place, and the 
uncertainty of the Paſſage are ſuch from 
Eng land, it can never be Rational to ſay, he 
can depend upcn us, there is no time for it, 
it cannot be expefted — And if the Deſign 
upon Thoulou be baulk'd, from whence can 
can he cxped Relief; Naples as now reco- 
vered nay help him a little, but it cannot 
be ratioual to expe®, that he ſhould main- 
tain himſelf in that Country, againſt the 
numerous Armies of the Fr.nch and Spani- 
ards, who willhe upon him as ſoon as ever 
the heats of the S-aſon will permit chem 
to take the Field. 


Upon 
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upon the Succeſs of this Expedition it all 
depends, as the Face of Aﬀairs now ſeems to 
ſtand, the Catalent can make no confide ra- 
ble Retiftance agalnſt che force which ate on- 
ming ker un their Frontiers, as well 
French as Spaniards — And if this Enterpriz2 
does not by its Succeſs make ſome Impreſhon 
deeper than ordinary on the French Affaire, 
and oblige them todraw off from the Field 
on thar fide; I confeſs, | fee lictle but 
Deſtruction coming vpon them, there they 
muſt quit Cætolonia, Bereelone muſt fall in- 
to the Har ds of the Fremb apaio, and that 
miſerable People be again e pos d to the 
Cruel Reſentments of their Conquerors. 
Secontly, Who ſhall defend Por tup a} 2+ 
gaivſt che Inſults of the Speyjerds, and 
French t what muſt the King of Portugal 
do with a naked Country, and a Seoul ifs 
People ? When the Duke of Berwick ſhall 
enter his Frontiers at the Head of 2 Freu. b 
Army; how fhall the Portugeſe, who turn'd 
their Backs at Alu ma, when they had 2 
brave Infavtry to ſoppert them ; how Ilay 
ſhall they reſiſt a Vietorions Enemy when 
left to their own Defence 5 iff the Imperia 
liſts are driven out of Provente, and the 
French ſtand their Ground; nay, if they do 
not Penetrate into Catalonia, and reſcue 
King Charles and his Allies 3 I do not ſee 
that tis zb way to prevent the 
Ruine of the King of Portuge, but by his 
going off from the Alliance, and joining a- 
gainft us, and as one of theſe will perhaps 
de better for him, 'tis plain, it will 
be worſe for us, and he way find Cauſe to 
diſlike it at laſt alſo f | 
But this is not all, if the French ſtand this 
braſh, and the. /mperial Army is eblig'd to 
retreat; nay, ſuppole them to get off with» 
out a bruſh, any body will allow chem to 
be ſo maim'd, ſo broken and diappainted, 
that they will bardly make a ſecond Ar- 
tempt of that kind; and if I may - I 
neftion whether they” would be able to 
Fand their of Ground at Home, and (6 
the War wonld be carried back into their 
own Country agaia, and the Duke of 54. 
may expect to ſee the Prench again 
under the Walls of Turbs, when he may not 
be in fo good a Condition to Fight, them as 
de war before, | 


But to come a little nearer, the French la- 
ſolence vt vid be again infofferable, when 
all the great Detachments made frem the 
Upper Mme, ard from the Netberievis 
ſhovid ccme back again prrhapydunbled in 
number; have they deen Superiorr to tÞe- 
Imperialiſts on (the Rhine, tho" with but à 
ſmall Army of 35cco Men, have they Re- 


" vag d the Palitinare, ihe Circles of Gabi. 


and Franconia, and all the Country beyond 
the Neckar ta the Gates of Frartiſert, ard 
are they fli. Mafters of the Field, the 
they h ve made ſtrorget Detachments, to aſ- 
bſt in Pauybine and Provence, how moch 
more ſhall they orerpower the Confede- 
rates, when from that de again they ſhall 
perhaps receive ftrorg Detachments back 
again, and ſuthciert to enable them to pierce 
the very Bowe)s of the Empire, recover Be- 
vi, and Diftra@ all things again as they 
d.d before ? 

Let any Man look iato the State of Things 
on every hide, ad they will ſee if not blin- 
ded by fume Prejudices, too deeply rooted 
for ine to reach, that the whole weight of 
Affairs depends very much upon the Suc- 
ceſs of this Eaterprize. 

Nor do I ſay this at all to leſſen the O- 
pinion of our People 33 to the Succeſs, or 
to render it doubtful; I hope, and firmly 
believe, the Valour and Conduct of the In. 
perial Armies and their Great Generals, 
will ſurmount all Obftacles, will force their 
way thro' all Difficulties, will Fight their 
way thro'all * carry the Point 
— but I would nog hare People thiok tis 
done with a Breath, that -it will come 
without Blows, or be carried withoot Figh!. 
ing. 

Had it been poſſible for the Germars to 
have been at the Walls of Thonlon, before 
the Mareichal Tbeſſe could have reach'd'ir, 
and while the Garriſon had been but ſmall, 
and things out of Order, as they were at 


firſt, 1 believe it had been a cheaper Pur» 
chaſe, 


But I am ſofar from wondring that was 
not done, that really I wonder more they 
got to it at al And had not Prince Zu- 
tene, who always out · u itted the French, ſo 
entirely deluded them, that they never 


look'd for him on that fide ; had W 
5 | t 
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